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ADVERTISEMENT. 

npHfi prefent fituation of Public Affairs 
Calls forcibly upon every good Subjedl 
to exert himfelf in the Public Service. Every 
individual poffeffes a power which can aid 
and fupport his country. He can draw his 
fword in her defence; contribute to her re- 
fources ; or combat with argument, and ex- 
pofe to juft indignation, thofe who have pro- 
ved themfelves her internal, and confequent- 
ly her unnatural, enemies. 

The Author of the following Effay has 
long entertained an opinion^ That the moft 
formidable foes of Great Britain were nurfed 
in her own bofom: Thefe, under the maik 
of Patriotifm, fomented rebellion in her Co- 
lonies J and, by expofing her pretended weak- 
nefs, created a combination of powerful 
States^ not only agaiiift her intereft^ but her 
very exiftence as a great and independent 
Kingdom. 

In the emergency, which is the refult of 
that combination, two obje<5ts feem necefTary 
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fo the Public Safety. Thefe are, the know- 
ledge of our friends from our enemies ; and 
that fpirited exertion, which alone can extri- 
cate us from our prefent fituatioii. If the 
fadls advanced, and encouragements exhibi- 
ted, in the following EfTay, Ihall contribute 
to throw light on the one, or to add vigour 
to the other, the Writer has attained his pur- 
pofe. 
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T N every age, and almoft in every country', 
-* the ambition, which is inherent in hu- 
man natnre, has prompted individuals to 
aijpire to diflindtion and pre-eminence a- 
mong their fellow-citizens. Th6 means \i- 
fed to obtain thofe objefts are various ; as, 
to render them £uccefsfal, they mull be ac- 
commodated to the fpirit of the Government 
under which they are applied. In defpotic 
monarchies, the favour of the Prince, who 
is the fountain of all preferment, is generally 
procured by intrigue or adjdrefs. In repub- 
lics, influence and authority are acquired, 
by gaining the confidence, or by feducing 
the principles, of the People ; and, in mixed 
governments, like that of Great Britain, the 
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ncareft road to power lies between thofe two 
extremes. 

The Revolution, which happened about 
ninety years ago, though it made but few 
changes in the forms of aiithority, eftablilh- 
ed a balance of influence between the Crown 
and the People. The firft retained the ef- 
fence, but loft much of the terror, of power. 
The reprefentatives of the latter, having a 
great deal to beftow as a body, thought 
themfelyes, as individuals, entitled to a Ihare 
in a government which they fiipported. A 
mutual dependence was created, by the pof- 
feflion of the means of conferring mutual fa- 
vours. A prince, who ftood in need of fup- 
plies, was dire(5led) by -common prudence, 
w'here to chufe his fervants. But as candi- 
dates were more numerous than offices, the 
difappointed never failed to perfecute the 
iiiccefsful } till, by watching faults, errors, or 
misfortunes^ they obtained their point, and 
they themfelves became in their turn the Qb-* 
jedls of attack. 

As a degree of the public confidence was 
ncceflary to diredt the Sovereign in his choice 
of fervants, men who wifhed to be employ- 
ed, took care to fupport, in their public ap- 
pearances, the principles and perhaps the 
prejudices of the people. An habitual jea- 
loufy of the power of the Crown, kept open 
liie ears of the Publip to every alarm. Scarce 
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aay meafure of GQverBx&eat CQUldi he fo free 
from error, as not to be vulnerable Qppt ,ibp)i|i 
popular ground. Every Oppofitlon fei2:ed 
this obvious advantage, and- afTumed or ob<^ 
tained the title of " the ]^pular party." Np 
diftindlion was made, in this refjpe.<fl, he^ 
tween fVbig and Tory, Each party, .when 
put out of place, adopted the faflw prills 
<iples ; and thus both were alternately dig- 
nified with the once honourable name of 
Fatriots. 

The preftnt reign began with advanta-^ 
ges, calculated to put an ^nd to fooliih di^ 
ftin£lion9, which ought to have expired wild* 
the prejudices on which they had beeii 
founded. A young prinoe had fuccecdsd to 
the throne, who difdained to govern his 
people through the medium of a f^^on* 
The. door of preferment was laid opcR to all 
his fubjedls ; but though this liberal condudt 
might have pleafed the unprejudiced, it waa 
incapable of extinguifhing party among th^ 
interefted. Theft, thoiigh of different prin-» 
ciples and chara<^ers, by impofing oil the 
weak and credulous, formed new faifUons 
on the fhadows of departed political tenets* 
Howevar heterogeneous before, the heat of 
refentment, and rage of difappointment, as 
it were, gradually melted them into oni 
mafs ; and they revived in themftlves the 
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name, though little of the principles, of 
Whigs. 

The vehemence of the prefent Oppofition 
ftems to have carried them to extremities, 
i;vhich fuperfede all former defcriptions of 
party, and which cannot fail to defeat their 
views, c In former times, the candidates for 
public favour thought it prudetit to adhere, 
in their exhibitions, to public principles. But 
in our times, an eagernefs to thwart the mea- 
iiires of Government has expelled all regard 
for the opinions of the people." The dignity 
and honour of the nation were formerly the 
favourite themes of Oppofitions ; melancho- 
ly, meannefs, arid delpair, now fill the whole 
qircle of patriotic oratory. With a- want of 
prudence, as well as of decency, they tie up 
the hands of their Country in the hour of 
danger. They not only juftify rebellion a- 
gainft her authority, but indiredlly promote 
a foreign war againft her very exiftence. By 
magnifying the power of her opponents, they 
endeavour to deprefs her fpirits; by expo- 
fing her real or pretended weaknefs, they 
wifh to infpire her enemies with a confidence 
offuccefs. 

Thefe ftrange pofitions, and many "more 
of the fame kind, might be eftablifhed, on 
incontefltable authorities, by a plain narrative 
of the condudl of Oppofition fince the com- 
mencement of the pypfent parliament. But, 
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the purfiiing them through fuch a variety of 
jnatter, and fuch a length of time, would be 
a talk of great labour, and little entertain- 
ment. We fhall, therefore, confine our- 
felves to the moft ftriking features of the laft 
ieilion. In the fpace of feven months, they 
have contrived to crowd together moft of the 
abfiirdities of feven years ; and though the 
ftudied brevity of this difquifition muft ne- 
ceflarily exclude many circumftances, e- 
nough, we truft, will appear to fliew the 
principles, defigns, and views, of fo ftrangc 
a confederacy. 

On the 26th of November 1778, the fifth 
feflion of the prefent parliament was opened 
with a fpeech from the throne. A complaint 
of the perfidy of France in commencing ho- 
ftilitics, and the obftinacy of America in re- 
fxifing terms, together with a requeft of fup- 
port, were the chief heads of the Ipeech. It 
exprelTed, at the fame time, a regret " that 
*' the efforts of his Majefty had not been at- 
" tended with all the fuccefs which the juftice 
" of the; caufe, and the vigour of exertions, 
** feemed to protnife.** Uiianimity was, in 
the ufual form, recommended ; and furely 
no period in hiftory more required the un- 
animous exertion of the whole nation. 

Oppofition have denominated themfelves 
^* an SL&ive oppofition :" and if zeal in thwart- 
ing, affiduity in obftrudling, and fuccefs in 
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defeating public meafures^ merit a deiigna* 
tion which implies a kind of applaufe, they 
are certainly entitled to that name. The un- 
animity and concert, which their Sovereign 
requefted, for the^fupport of the interefts and 
honour of the nation, exift only among them, 
for the ruin of the one, and the tarniihing of 
the other, A fhort detail of the principles, 
which they advanced in the firft exhibition$ 
of the feafon, will eftaWifli the truth of thi^ 
obfervation. The orators in the Lower 
Houfe mixed r^fle^ions on the paft, with 
prophecies of future difafters. The firft we 
fhall fubmit to the judgment of the Reader ; 
fever al of the latter have been already refuted 
by time. 

Oppofition opened the political campaign, 
with affertions which had been often refuted ; 
and with predi(5lions of national difafters, 
which their own condu<5t feemed, uniform- 
ly, calculated to realize. As the public mif^ 
fortunes may be deduced from the rebellion 
in America, they afferted^ contrary to faA, 
that hoftilities had been nrft commenced by 
Government. Tixey recurred to their ufiial 
prophecies, relative to foreign wars ; and 
they even went fo far as to arm Holland, 
our ancient ally, againft this devoted king- 
dom (a). To ibw difcontents among the 
xnilitia, they alleged, that the officers had 

been 

(a) Mr T, T d*8 Speech, Nov. ?6. 1778. 



been* fcaadiloufly negledled {6). T* excite 
mirnny in the army and navy, theyafferted. 
-that Government had employed no com* 
tnander of an army, no admiral of a fleet, 
whom they had not diigraced, or with whool 
they had not quarrelled {c). With a con-r 
•tir«4i<^ion in terms, which neither folly nor 
•rage itfelf could juftify, they averred, that 
Miniftry Kad fucceeded in no inftance; yet 
•that fortune had been favourable in ^verjf 
in^ance^ during the whole campaign (^. 
•They owned, diat unanimity was abfolute- 
ly neceilkry for the fafety of their coimtry ; 
yet, with peculiar bmejiyi avowed, " that 
" they would clog the wheels of Govem- 
" ment, when it ought to be affifted by *• 
" very man [i)^ 

Though the clogging the wheels of Gor 
vernment at home, and their encouraging 
the Seditious abroad, had been the obvious 
caufe of the rife and progrefs of the Ameri- 
can war, they traced the' cauie of that war 
to the pretended tyranny of Gr-eat Britain (/' )> 
Though America had continued an atrocious 
rebellion for many years, againfl her parent 
and benefadlrefs ; yet they affirmed, that a 
war againfl America " is againfl our own 
*' country." Though the Americans have 

been 

{h) Speech of T. T ( 1>. Nov. 26. 1778. 

\c) Speech of C. F-x, Nov. 26. 1778. Speech of C- 

P e. 

(^) Jbid. (4 Ibid^ (/) Ibid. 
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been declared reiels^ by all the fblemnity of 
Jawj by all the forms of the conftitution; 
" they are ftill our fellow fubjefts, and every 
." blow we ftrike is againft ourfelves (A)." 
Though they have broken capitulations (/), 
difregarddd flags of truce (if), violated con- 
ventions, trampled on every principle of war 
that governs • civilized nat;ions (/); " yet as 
their war is a war of paffion (»^),** we ought 
to withdraw our forces entirely from their 
coaft («). Tho' " ofFenfive war is pointed 
out as proper for this country (o),'* war 
ought " not to be ofFenfive with refpe<5l to A- 
*' merica.*' With imexampledabfurdity, they 
alleged, that rebels in arms had a better right 
to " a relaxation of hoftilities,'' than foreign 
enemies, whom the alliance of thofe rebels 
had excited againft their country. With a 
perverfion of terms, unknown in any other 
times, they afTerted, that men, whofe hands 
are daily ftained with the blood of their 
countrymen, ought to be treated^ not as ene- 
mies, but as peaceable fellow-fubjefts and 
friends (o). 

In 
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{h) Speech of C. F-x, Nov. 26. 1778. Speech of C 

(/) Governor J— ft— ne's speech, Nov. 26. 1778. 
(i) Admiral Gambler's Letter to Congrefs. 
(/) Speech of Governor J — ft — ne. - 
(m) Speech of Mr F-x, Nov. 26. 1778. 
r«) Ibid. (o) Ibid. 

[0) Speeches of all the Oppofition, 
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In the Upper Aflembly the zeal of Patriot- 
Ifm, as fpringing from higher ground, rofe 
to a greater height. Not content to amend 
the Addrefs to the Throne, it was infifted^ 
that no Addrefs at all fhould be made (/)• 
It was aflerted. That our armies were either 
mouldered away, by death, defertion, and 
ficknefs, or reduced by lofs in battle (q). That 
our commerce was totally loft, our public 
credit drawing to annihilation, our fleet on 
the verge of abfolute ruin (r)^ That nothing 
could fave the empire, but withdrawing o\ir 
troops from America, acknowledging her in- 
dependence, and imploring her forgivenefs (i). 
That it would be even imprudent, if not im- 
poflible, to perfift in a war againft France (/). 
That Spain would aid France ; that Holland, 
as a commercial ftate, would treat with A* 
merica; that the whole world would join a- 
gainfl us j that we were without men, with- 
out money, without an ally; that nothing, 
in fhort, could fave the ftate, but an imme-. 
diate difmiffion of all his Majefty's prefent 
fervants, and die placing the reins of Go- 
vernment in the hands of Oppofition («). 

Af- 

(p) L— d B 1*8 Speech, Nov. 26. 1778. 

(q) L — d C y's Speech, Nov. 26. 1778. 

K) L--d B -rs Speech. 

{/) Vide Oppofition Speeches, pafjlm* 

(/) B — ^pofP-rb gh's Speech. 

\u) Spccflfts, /^/S*, NbV. 26. 1778. 
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Aflertions, which carried along with thciri 
their own reifutation, were not likely to nw^ke 
converts within, nor profelytes without doors: 
But what the party could not effiedl by fa(Sls 
and arguments, they endeavoured to dtccom*- 
pHlh by addrefs and intrigue. Mifinanage-* 
ments, and a confequeiit want of fucceis, on 
every fide of the war, had convinced the na- 
tion, that there was an error itt planning at 
home, or a defedt in the execution abroad; 
Generals and Admirals had returned from 
their different commands, not only without 
laurels, but fcwnie of them covered with dis- 
grace or misfortune. The coldnefs with 
which they had been received by their cOun*- 
try, had raifed their rcfcntment, ^ it hurt 
their pride. As Government brought fbr-^ 
ward no ^accufation againft them, the pre- 
fumption was, that they thetofellrep were 
partly to blame. As men of little prudence 
and confiderable names are the fitteft tdole 
for the hands of party, Oppofition; took care 
to fecure engines, which uiey hoped to play 
off with advantage on the enemy. 

G- 1 B -ne, though a man of fpi-* 

fit, condudled himfelf as if political pru- 
dence formed no part of his charadler. His 
enemies remarked, diat he came from Ame- 
rica, where he had loft an army, with as 
much confidence, as Tercntiui Varro return- 
ed ix> Rome from the fatal fields i^ Cannse^ 
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Men, in general; have lefs blamed his con- 
duct abroad, than his behaviour at home. 
His accepting a leftve of abfence from a Con- 
^efs who had IhamefuUy evaded his own 
convention, the remembrance of recent mif^ 
fortunes, and a fufpicion of former errors, 
juftified the Court, in adhering to an etiquette^ 
which excludes officers, who have been un- 
fortunate^ from the Royal prefence, till they 
are acquitted by a Court MartiaL 

The General forgot his own errors, if 
fuch exiftedj and remembered only, what he 
thought, the feverity of Government, He 
alio forgot, that he had left his captive fel- 
l<5w-fold^rs, whom he ought to have protec- 
ted, from infult and oppreffion, by his pre- 
icact ; and he even eluded orders given him 
to return to their aid, in their melancholy 
and fevere captivity. It was obferved, upon 
the whole, that regret and pity were all he 
could hope to meet with ; but, it feems, he 
expe^ed. approbation. Refentment aroie in 
his mind^ as from injuftice; and with a pre- 
cijHtancy, which, cannot eafily be defended, 
he either fought or accepted the protedlion 
of Oppofition. 

Sir W H ^ had, indeed, loft no 

army; but as he had decifively improved no 
advantage, the American war rather increa- 
fed than diitiinifhed upon his hands. Pof- 
fefled- of -the comnion routine of military 
. - know- 
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knowledge, he feems to have been capable 
of fecuring from defeat fticb troops as be led 
againft fucb an enemy : But the conduiflirig 
them^ to any brilliant vidlory, and the ma- 
king a decifive ufe of the fuperiority he en- 
joyed, appear to have been objecfls foreign to 
his talents; Senlible, perhaps, of this defcifl, 
in his own mind, he chofe to prevent any 
reverfe of fortune, by retiring from the conx- 
mand of the army ; but as " military fecef- 
fions,*' in the midft of war, require an ex- 
planation, his retreat was alcribed to his ha- 
ving loft the confidence of men in power. 
The fadl might be true ; but it was not fuf- 
ficient to fatisfy the people, Thbugh he was 
received with kindnefs by the Sovereign, ?ind 
attention by the Miniftry, he perceived, that 
he was vanilhing faft from the memory Qf 
the nation. In the fpace of a few months^ 
he found hinafelf of as little account, in the 
ellimation of , the Public, as any of his own 
cbmmifTaries : and, to recover his reputation, 
he clofed eagerly with Oppofition; as they 
promifed him their hearty afliftance, in a 
Parliamentary inquiry. 

To thefe lucky aids from America, the 
party added a ftijl greater acquifition in Eji- 
rope. An Admiral pofleffed of profeifional; 
reputation, equal at leaft to his merit, though 
connedled with Oppofition, was placed at the 
head of the Weftem Squadron. The feledt- 
.. \ ing 
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ing men of oppojing principles, for the com-* 
mand of fleets and armies, has been long a 
favourite maxim of Government, This con- 
du<5l may have had its foundation in liberal 
fentiments ; but it has operated like weak-*- 
nefs, and led to a train of misfortunes. Few 
oflGicers are fuch " fhirdy moralifts," as to 
exclude political prejudices from the line of 
their duty. 

Our Admiral put to fea, with one of the 
moft powerful fquadrons that ever failed 
from the ports of this kingdom. He met the 
enemy; and a running fight, rather than an 
engagement, enfued. No trophies were loft; 
but no laurels were gained. The profelTional 
terms, in which the accounts of naval adtions: 
are involved, render them obfcure, if not 
unintelligible, to the generality of mankind. 
One fadl, however, was univerfally admitted: 
" A luperior Britifh fleet had engaged an in- 
*^ ferior French fquadronj and neither ad- 
*' vantage nor trophy .was obtained." 

A nation, accuftomed to value themfelves 
upon naval vidlories, were not likely to be 
fatisfied with a drawn battle, under fuch cir- 
cumftances. But though no fymptoms of ap- 
probation appeared, no figns of refentment 
were fliewn. A cold filence certainly prevail- 
ed ;, a fpecies of cenfiire more mortifying to : 
a feeling mind, than even clamour. Had the' 
Admiral been permitted to remain under this 

B cloud, 
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cloud, he would have become a ufele6 en^ 
gine in the hands of his party • To derive 
benefit from his former popularity, it was 
{oimd neccflary to remove the ftain which 
want of fuccefs had left upon his charadler. 
Some officers in his fuite were accordingly 
induced to propagate infinuations to the dif- 

advaniage of Vice-Admiral Sir H — P • 

That gentleman, by being in place, might 
be foppofed to a(3t in concert with men in 
power for the ruin of his Admiral ; and to 
make the former the accufer^ was to arm the 
prejudices of the people in favout" of the lat- 
een 

The Vice- Admrial being a man of mare fpi- 
rk than forefight, unfortunately fdl into the 
trap bid for lum by the fadlion. Confcious 
of his defcrving praife, inftead of ceniure, for 
hi& behaviour on the 27th of July, he became 
kritatsd at the injuliice done to his reputa-' 
tion. From being the accufedj he became the' 
accufer; and this ftep turned the feale of o-* 
pinion in favour of his opponent. In this 
circumftance alone, the gallant Vice-Admi- 
ral, as it afterwards appeared, was to blame. 
Had he demanded and iniifted upon his own 
trial, his chandler would have recovered its 
deferred luilre; and that of the Admiral 
might have loft much of that fplendor which 
was throwa upon it by his induftrious 
frisnds* , . . ' . 



1 , 



[ *9 1 

A plarty who had loft thci confidence o£ 
the nation, feized with^ cagerncfs the fudden 
change which appeared in the popular tide. 
Whilpers artfiiHy propagated without doors^ 
were improved by degrees into a general cla^ 
mour. Within doors every opportunity wa%s 
taken, and every artifice ufed, to feed the ri- 
fing flame. The two Admirals, if a vulgar 
expreflion may be ufed, were pitted againft 
each other. Much fport, or what is the famtf 
thing to Oppofition, much mifchief, Was ex- 
peifled from this conteft, A man o£ popu-j 
larity was accufed by a man in oflice. The 
conunon changes of minifterial interference 
were rung^ without ceafing, in the ears of the 
people. The helplefs condition of Inn o-? 
CENCE, when perfccuted by Power, was 
echoed from every corner by the runners, 
writers^ and Abettors of Oppofition. The two 
houfes of Fstrliament refoundcd with vehet 
ment declamani^ns, or broken accents of 
whining oratory j and that aiwable but much 
abufed virtue. Pity, was exdtcd every whertf 
in the breafts of the deluded^ the credtilous; 
and the weak. 

In vain had Sir H^ P ■■■ declared, in 

the moft folemn and public manner, that hd 
had not communicated his defign to any man 
in office. In vain did men in office idHrm 
upon the faith of Gentlemen, that th^ knew 
nothing of the accufation, till it was officially 

. B a deH- 
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delivered to the Admiralty. No credit -Wsls 
to be given to any member of a Tory Admi-* 
niftration. They were leagued together in 
one plan of oppreflion, in one dark defign, in 
one pre-concerted confpiracy, to ruin the re- 
putation, and even to take the life, of a tVbig 
Admiral • 

In this general turmoil, this intemperate 
joy of fadlion, Oppofitidn not only forgot 
their poor country, but even their poor 

friends. Sir W H could not gain 

their promifed fupport for a moment, with 
all the verdure of his laurels. The advan- 
tages hoped from his exculpation were not 
equal in themfelves, and they were more di- 
ftaijt in profpeft, disin the benefits to be de- 
rived from die acquittal of Admiral K 1. 

In vain did General B ne endeavour to 

awake the pity of the party, when he failed 
to command their attention. In vain did he 
exclaim, " that he was one of thofe brave men' 
** who made the convention of Saratoga: 
** That, however, he claimed no fingle merit 
** in that tranfadlion ; that in the face of fa- 
** mine, defpair, and death, he had compel- 
*' led the enemy to grant conditions, honour- 
*' able^ if they had been complied with (>).'* 
The party were deaf to " the tale of tears;'* 
and all the attention paid to the unfortunate 
general fcarce amounted to one " dolorous 

" anhe- 

• • ' (.v) Almon's Debates, No XL p. 75. 
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** anhelation ( J/)" from the feeling bofom of 

MrE dB— ke. 

The condudl of Oppofition, during the 

trial, and after the acquittal, of A 1 

K 1, is too recent in the recoUedlion of 

the public, to require more than a very ge- 
neral recapitulation. Their abrogating the 
old forms of the admiralty, by removing a 
trial for a naval offence to the land, to ac- 
commodate their own purpofes, their appear- 
ance at Portfmouth upon the occafion, their 
biaffing witneffes, their carrying all the in- 
decencies of a play-houfe audience into a 
Court of Juftice, their foliciting the officers 
of the navy, their fowing difcontents among 
the common feamen, their parading the 
ftreets for the purpofe of inflaming the po- 
' pulace, were luch mean, fcandalous, and un- 
juflifiable tricks of fadlion, as can fcarcely 
be paralleled by any example in hiftor)?^ 

The pitiful victory which they obtained 
over an unfortunate, becaufe a vehement, 
man, was purfued with an intemperance in- 
excufable even in boys, and with a rand 
which the moft profligate and hard-heai 
men, if prudent, would have concealed, to 
preferve, at leaft, the appearance of decency. 
That men of the firfl: families in this coun- 
try, fliould difguife thcmfelves like porters, 
to force illuminations by breaking windows, 

B 3 is 

(^) Vide Dt Johnfon on the Irifli Howli p, 13.. 
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is a circumftance which throws an mdelible 
(lain upon the times, as well as on the party. 
It even appeared, that, with every inclination 
to commit mifchief, the riotous demagogues 
were obliged to have recourfe to the bottle, 
for that courage which nature had denied. 
That in the hour of '^ intoxication and ad- 
** fcititious boldnefs,'' they attacked the feeble 
and old among the men, and terrified into 
.^ts and nufcarriages feveral women, by the 
rude barbarity of their behaviour. That, 
however, as a juft retribution for their wan- 
ton cruelties, many of them fuflfered under 
the hands and cudgels of the injured ; and 
that feveral were carried into Roundhoufes, 
covered with ignominious marks of the cha- 
ftifement they had received, 

Few men of fenfe, who were not connec-^ 
ted widi the views, or privy to the deligns, 
of the party, could perceive any juft grouixls 
for this fpecies of vulgar ovation. Though 
the accufer had not brought his charges to 
the ftandard. of legal proof, the accufed had 
not exculpated himfelf to the fatisfadlion of 
the public. Thofe who were moft willing 
to deny his want of condudl, regretted his 
want of good fortune ; and a general cry 
went forth^ that an opportunity was loft, 
which roight never return again. 

The condudl of the Admiral himfelf on 
^he occafion, was not calculated to eftablifh 
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any higK idea of his good fenfe or of his 
principles. If he thought that he merited a 
triumph for the drawn hattle of the aydi of 
July 1 778, what are we to think of his na- 
derftanding ? If, on the other hand, he made 
himlelf the tool of a faction, what judgment 
muft we form of that " dignified honour" 
which his fiiCTds annex to his charaacr ? A 
vidlory, which had lain concealed for £even 
months, and was at length difcovered by ac- 
cident, was not, intrinfically, worth the ex- 
pence of many candles ; and the apphuife of 
a mob is the coarfeft commodity either a 
gentleman or his friends can purchafe. 

But the Faction, as well as their naval 
friend, adled as if they really gave credit to 
their own ajQTertions and afTumptions. Whilfl: 
HE paraded the ftrcets, amidft the focdifli, if 
not hired, acclamations of a rabble, thet 
were bufy in weaving a wreath for his brows 
in both Houfes of Parliament. Tliinldng, 
at length, they had fufficicntly charged the 
engine with popularity, they refoived to 
bring it to bear, not only upon Adminiftra- 
tion, but upon their Sovereign. Tbey pro- 
pofed to make motions, againft the former^ 
on naval lubje<5te ; be imdertook, with pecu- 
liar modcfty, to write refcripts to the latter. 
Even before this double battery was opened, 
Oppofition began to pre-enjoy their expelled 
fuccefs^ with that childiih intemperance 

B 4 which 
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which has uniformly marked their con- 

dua. 

A ■ 1 K ^1 having acquired, in the 

beginning of March, as many laurels as he 
was likely to obtain, his honourable relation, 
Mr F-x, introduced the firft of a long firing 
of motions, whichj* he owned, led to an ad- 
drefs for the removal of the firft Lord of the 
Admiralty, and ultimately of all his Ma- 
jefty's fervants (z). In fupport of the mo- 
tion, he alleged, that the noble Lord, who 
prefided over the naval department, had, as 
early as the month of November 1777, fo- 
lemnly pledged himfelf, in his official capa- 
city, that there were thirty-five fhips of the 
line ready for fea, and fit for adlual fervice. 
That, notwithftanding this affertion, there 
were not fix fhips of the line, in a ftate to 
meet an enemy, in the month of March 1 778. 
That early in the month of June, his honour- 
able relation [a) was fent to cruize on the 
coaft of France, with twenty Ihips of the line 
only; though it was known, or ought to 
have been known, that there were twenty- 
fcvcn fhips of force lying in Breft water. 
From thefe fuppofed fadls, he deduced this 
conclufion. That the Miniftry, who had led 
the nation into fo perilous a fituation, ought 

in- 

(z) Mr. F-x's Speech, March 3d and 8th, n79« 
(tf) Admiral Keppel. 
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ihftantly to be removed, as unequal to the 
truft committed to their charge (b). 

In oppofition to thefe affertions, it was 
proved, from official documents. That, in 
November 1 777, there were a(5hially thirty- 
five fhips of the line ready for fervice. That, 
in the month of March' 1778, fome more 
Ihips were in a flate of great forwardnefs for 
fea. That the whole number, fit for meet- 
ing an enemy in June, amounted to forty- 
four. That when Mr K ■ 1 was ordered 
to fail with twenty fhips of the line, of 
which a large proportion was three-deckers, 
there were but feventeen fhips in the har- 
bour of Brefl ready for adlion. That fhould 
it even appear, which was by no means the 
cafe, that there adlually was a greater num- 
ber of fhips in Bred, it was well known to 
feamen, that an inferior force may block up 
a fuperior one in a narrow harbour. That, 
upon the whole, the Board of Admiralty had 
placed a number of fhips, adequate to the fer- 
vice, under the command of A-^ — 1 K 1 ; 

even to the fatisfadlion and approbation of 
the Admiral himfelf. That, dierefore, as 
the premifes, endeavoured to be eflablifhed 
by Oppofition, were not founded in fa(fl, 
their conclulions mufl of courfe fall to the 
ground {c). 

Such 

(3) " Crime enorme aox yeux du iS/Var jRjjc.'* Gazette d? 
France, du Vendredi 26 Mars 1779. 

(cj Lord M Yc's Speech, March 3d and 8th, 1779. 
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finch iwrere the aflertions, which Oppofi- 
tion, mixed with much abufe and alterca- 
tion, repeatedly echoed, from fide to fide, in 
both Hoxifes. Tliough the Public, as well 
as Parliament, are frequently invited to an 
entertainment of politics, by fome very elo^ 
yuent Patriots, the difli ferved up is always 
the fame. To ufe dieir own expreflion, " they 
*^ have travelled fo often over the ground," 
that they have trod out every appearance of 
vegetation ; and thofe who are fo idle as to 
accompany them in the " dreary journey,'* 
can neither expe<5l amufement, nor reap ad- 
vantage. 

The operations of the party, nvitbout doors, 
were more decifive than thdr arguments nvith^ 
in. Confident of fuccefs, or afiuming die ap- 
pearance of confidence, they had previoufly 
gained the votes of feveral provident mem- 
bers, who nvifely look into futurity. Lazy 
Whigs and expelling Patriots were roundly 
told, that to fliare in the fpoil it was ne- 
ceflary to take an active part in obtaining the 
vi6lory. Mandates were iffued for the im* 
mediate appearance of all abfentees, from e- 
very corner of the kingdom. The beds of 
the fide, the couches of the gouty and lame, 
were vifited ; leaders were fent to the blind. 
In Ihort, patriotifm crowded the lobbies of 
both Houfes, with all the mortifying pidlures 
of age, misfortune, and difeafe. 

Tq 



{ ^7 ] 

To aid, with a fpcdes of mutiny among 
ieamen, tiie attacks of Oppoiition upon Ad- 
miralty, the feeds of fedition had been ibwn 
with a lavi£b hand at Portfmouth. Officers 
Jiad been attacked through th^eir ruling paf- 
ixons ; the vain with flattery, the weak with 
fallacious reafonings, and the avaricious and 
ambitious with promifes. To add indecency 
to prcfun^ption and folly, the nation was 
threatened^ with what is vulgarly called a 
Round Robhiy from every fea-port. An Ad- 
miral, who had made fuch 2,Jpkndid figure 
on die 27th of July 1778, dared to fay to 
his Sovereign, that he would withdraw his 
talents from the fervice, imlefs the Admirals 
.ty, and every department of the State, were 
placed in the hands of men whom he could 
truIL 

Oppofition drove with fo much rapidity 
and fo little judgment, that they overturned 
their own defigns. Their mean, and even 
criminal condudl, oJQFended the people ; an4 
xht Sovereign, with becoming dignity, re^ 
jedied their infolent requifitions. The cufr 
rent turned againft them, and their ipirit 
vaniihed when their hopes declined. The 
nation difcovered their infidious defigns, their 
luft for power, their thirft for places. It was 
perceived, that they meant to facrifice Great 
Britain, her rights, her interefts, and even 
Jjonour, to the demagogues of America, by 

ren- 
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rendering her independent of the parent from 
whom (he fprung. Even thofe who had been 
feduced by their affurances, or gained by 
their promifes, finding their miftake, began 
to retreat. The friends whom they had 
brought from the country by a fpecies of 
habeas corpus^ packed up their cloakbags and 
left the town. The beds of the fick, and 
couches of the lame, were re-occupied ; and 

even the blind found their way home. A 1 

K 1 executed his threats againft his devo-- 

ted country, by quitting her fervice. The 
muddy ftream, which had overflowed the 
whole kingdom, and covered it with flime, 
returned to its old bed ; and babbled, as for- 
merly, though the rugged channel of Oppo- 
sition [c). 

The hopes of the Fadlion had been raifed 
fo high, diat difappointment deprefled their 
minds in proportion to their former eleva- 
tion. Some, who either ignorantly or fond- 
ly imagined that the nation would take their 
part, began to talk of a feceflion, A few 
orators are faid to have acflually retired, to 
vent the tropes of unfiniflied fpeeches to the 
** echo of trees and murmur of rills'' on fbme 
friend's eftate [d). But as " liftlefs groves 

"and 

{c) The Gazette de France ^ du Vendredi 26 Mars 1779, 
with a kind of regret, fays : ** Aupre touts ces; debats, Ics 
•' voix ctant rccueilles, la motion de Sicur Fox n'en cut que 170 
<* contre 204.'* 

(^) A certain Baronet, who in a fit of defpair relative to the 

good 
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*' and infenfible ftreams" are not the nioft en- 
couraging audiences, the folitary patriots 
were induced to rejoin their friends, who, 
though defeated, ftill remained in the field. 

Whilft the eipedlations of Oppofition were 
at their height, by the aid received from 

A 1 K rs acquittal, a new topic was 

ftarted, which, as it promifed much mif- 
chief to their country, opened a frefh pro- 
fpedl of advantage to the party. The trade 
of Ireland, and confequently its revenue, 
had been on the decline for fome years paft. 
The caufes of that misfortune are more dif- 
ficult to afcertain than the fadl itfelf. Whe- 
ther this diminution of commerce proceeded 
from a decrcafe of domeftic induftry, or a 
failure of foreign markets, it equally de- 
manded a remedy, if it could be applied. 
Somefleps had been accordingly taken, to- 
ward that objedl, in the preceding feffion* 
But it appeared, at the time, that the faci- 
lity with which relief was granted, inftead of 
fatisfying Oppofition, was calculated to cre- 
ate new demands. Thefe demands, as they 
interfered with the commerce of Great Bri- 
uin, were certain of being oppofed : a cir- 
cumftance, which could not fail to create 
that deftrahle confufion which fuits the views 
of the party. 

To 

good Old Cauje has lately become a zealous fl^y^/^, Is much 
given to fuch lolitary rehear/ah of the fpecchca which he intends . 
to^^ offn^QVk the Hou£e. 
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To-tliofe who really wilhed to remove the 
evil, it appeared that the Irilh ought to be the 
l)eft judges of thfe remedy. But neither that 
legiflature,nfOr their conftituents, hadfignified 
any diflatisfadtion at the relief obtained. To 
convince both of the impropriety of their 
peaceable condu6l, Oppofition, by making de-^ 
mands in the name of Ireland, pointed out 
what £he might extort from Great Britain. 
This artifice, they hoped, would reduce the 
Miniftry to a difagreeable dilemma. Should 
they grant the demanded relief to the Irifh, 
they could not fail to offend the whole com- 
mercial intercft in Great Britain: fhould they 
refufc it, there was a profpedt, by proper 
management, of creating tumults, and per- 
haps of kindling a rebellion, in Ireland. 

Though this commercial adventure has 
not yet been productive of all the profit ex- 
pected by the Fadtion, as the fhip is ftill at 
fea, the cargo may turn out to fome account. 
The inferior Iriih are, and have been, in a 
diftreffed fituation. The nature of the go- 
vernment, the tenures of the country, a lift- 
lefs inactivity which always accompanies 
diftrefs, a want of induftry created by do- 
mcflic difcouragements of various kinds, have 
combined to render their condition more 
wretched than that of almoft any other peo- 
ple in Europe. They have long felt their 
own mifery, without knowing well from 
whence it came. Our worthy Patriiots^ by 

point- 
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pointing out Great Britain as the authoi; of 
Irifh diftreis, may have fome chance of rou- 
fing Irilh refentmcnt. They have fomented 
and encouraged refiftancc in America, and 
why may they not excite rebellion in Ireland ? 
The truth is, they feem to have injured their 
country beyond their degree of forgivenefs ; 
and if they cannot fatisfy their ambition by 
her misfortunes, they are at leaft refolved to 
gratify their refentment by her ruin. 

The attacks, in both Houfes, were fo fi- 
milar, in manner, ailerdon, declamation, and 
invedlive, that it was apparent every mea- 
fure had been weighed and pre-concerted ia 
the cabinet of fedition without doors. In 
this political warfare, the poft of honoiu: was 
given to the Patriots of the Lower Affembly^ 
where the enemy was fuppofed to be mod 
vulnerable. After the batde was loft belou\ 
it was generally rehearfed above; where fome 
noble orators wielded, with pectdiar dexterity, 
thofe very wea^ns of fcurrility and inventive 
which had fo little availed the caufe in the 
hands of their more humble friends. 

In the flighteft fkirmifhes with the com- 
mon enemy, the fame co-operation, the fame 
concert, appeared. Though compofed of ftich 
difcordant members, the whole party played 
in uniibn ; and every key, that was touched 
below, was faithfully anfwered by a fimilar 
note from above* 

The 
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The Irifh bufinefs feemed to promife fuch' 
a plentiful harveft . of confufion, that the 
whole party employed their joint labour in 
preparing the foil and fowing the feed. In- 
dividuals were not, in the mean time, idle, 
in their feparate efforts, for the benefit of the 

common caufe. The D of R d, 

with.his ufual application, tenacity, and vehe- 
mence, had introduced and fupported, in 
the Upper Houfe, an Inquiry into the Ma- 
nagement of Greenwich Hofpital. The na- 
ture and fate of this inquiry are fo recent in 
the memory of the Public, that a particular 
detail is as unnecefFary in itfelf, as it would 
be here out of place. 

It i may be fufficient to obferve, that the 
intention of the inquiry was to criminate the 
firfl: Lord of the Admiralty. That after a 
mofl tedious examination, which lafled near 
three months, not one of the charges was 
proved. That the E. of S— — ch, inftead of 
meriting cenfure, deferved the highefl praife. 
That he had paid peculiar and unconmion at- 
tention to the Hofpital. That he had im- 
proved its revenue ; increafed the number of 
the penfioners ; prevented the admiffion of. 
improper objedls ; made new regulations, for r 
the more fpeedy recovery of the fick, and the 
better accommodation of thofe in health. 
That, inflead of converting his fuperinten-i 
dency of the charity to any advantage, he: 

J had 
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had aboiiflied all finecures of inferior offices, 
which had formerly been iii the difpofal of 
the firft Lord. That, in diredl bppofition to 
what had been alleged, there is not one, out 
of 2 1 69 penfioners at prefent in the Hofpital, 
who is not intitled to the charity, by length 
of fervice, or infirmities contra(5led in the 
difcharge of duty. 

Whiift the D. of R d derived fome 
hopes, to the fadtion, from the expe^ed iflue 
of the Hofpital. Inquiry j a more flattering 
profpedl of criminating men in office was 

opened in the Lower Aflcmbly. Sir W ^ 

H-we, though not publicly accufed, was ftill 
anxious to exculpate himfelf to the PubUc. 
Either fwayed by a good opinion of his own 
condu(5l, or truftirig to the kind partiality of 
his friends, he had flattered th^ Patriots, and 
perhaps himfelf, that he fliould be able to 
lay the burden of American misfortunes, to 
the account of the minifl:er for the American 
department. The nation found itfelf difap* 
pointed ; but, till matters were examined, it 
was not known decidedly where cenfure 
ought to fall. An unwillingnefs in govern- 
ment to admit of a Parliamentary Inquiry 
on a military fubjedl, furniflie^ their ene- 
mies with an opportunity of drawing con- 
clufions unfavourable to Miniftry. Thefe 
conclufions, in the uflial manner, became to- 
pics of patriotic in vciflive and declamation j 

C which, 
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which in a manner extorted an inquiry, 
that had been once refufed by a vote. 

But the refult of the Inquiry was very dif- 
ferent from what Oppofition hoped. It ap-^ 
peared, that rebellion firft arofe in America, 
from an ambitious fadlion ; and not from 
the general fenfe of the body of the peo- 
ple (a). That the redudlion of that faction, 
and confequently the extinction of rebel- 
lion, had uniformly been the objeiS of Ad- 
miniftration, and not the conqueft or un- 
conditional fubje(5lion of the colonies (b). 
That, to accomplifh that defirable end, they 
had not only fent a force fufficient for the 
purpofe, but a much greater one than was 
either wifhed for or expe(5led by the mod 
fanguine friends of Government in Ame- 
rica [c). That the army had been amply 
provided, on all occafions, with every neceA- 
fary, every implement, every refource of 
war. That the hands of the General had 
been fo far from being tied up by inftruc- 

tions, 

(a) Evidence of Major General Robertfon, before the Houfc 
of Commons, June 8. I779> MS. p. 9, 10. 

(h) The pbjeft of the war was to enable the loyal fubjeds 
of America to get free from the tyranny of the rebels ; and to 
let the country follow its inclination^ by returning to the King's 
government. Evidence^ J^^^ io» P* i^* — No idea of fub- 
(duing the .Americans — but to aflift the good Americans to fub- 
due the had ones* Ibid. p. 20. 

(c) Ibid. p. 17. " The demand of 20,000 men was thought 

5« tobe rather extravagant." Ibid. p. 63. " The force we 

*« had was adequate to the fubduing the rebellion." Evidence, 
June 16, p. 22. 
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tions, or his operations counteradled by or- 
ders from home, that the manner of carry- 
ing on the war had been left entirely to his 
judgement and difcretion. 

It appeared, that the Americans, inftead of 
overpowering by numbers, had never, to- 
gether, at one place, above 16,000, and con- 
fequently had never been fo, numerous in the 

field as the army under Sir W H- we [d.) 

That our troops were well difciplined, and 
uniformly made the beft and moft military 
apearance (<?). That the enemy were an 
undifciplined rabble, without order, without 
arms, without cloathing fJ^J; though by pro- 
craftinating the war, they attained difcipline, 
and acquired military knowledge. That,upon. 
all occalions, the Britilh troops executed their 
duty, with energy, bravery, and effect. That, 
upon no occafion, thofe of America behaved 
with the fpirit, firmnefs, and intrepidity of 
foldiers. That the former were vi(5lorious, 
in every aflault, attack, and fair battle. That 
the latter obtained no advantage but by 
ftratagem or furprife. The. inferences de- 
ducible from thefe fads, were, that the Bri- 
tifh army were either unfkilfuUy or languid- 
ly led ; or that the natural ftrength of the 
country, and unanimity of its inhabitants, 

G 2 had 

fJ) Evidence, June to. p. 14. 
fej Ibid. p. 16. 

(/J " Except the Maryland Regiment, who were wcll- 
*< cloathed and accoutred." Ibid. p. 16. 
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had enabled the Americans to prevent the 
confeqnences of loffes, and difafters in the 
field. 

In fupport of the firft pofition, itappeared^ 
That the evacuation of Bofton had been too 
long delayed ; and undertaken, at length, 
in an improper feafon. That the retreat to 
Halifax furnifhed the rebels with an oppor- 
tunity of ftrengthening their force at New- 
York. That the viiJlory obtained at Long- 
Ifland might have proved decifive, had it 
been properly purfued (g)* That an op- 
portunity of putting an end to the war had 
been loft at the White-Plains, by a delay in at- 
tacking the rebels when they offered battle. 
Thatthe diftance and injudicious difpofitions 
of the ftations chofen in the Jerfeys; the 
placing foreigners, who neither knew the 
nature nor the languctge of the country, in 
a poft liable to furprife and attack; the gi- 
ving the command to an Officer, whom an 
habitual intemperance had rendered unfit for 
thfe difcharge of his duty; by prefenting an 
unexpecSled opportunity to a ruined and dif- 
perfed enemy (h)^ encouraged them to re- 
aflembk, and enabled them to obtain an ad- 
vantage 

(g) ** Some of the troops were going to ftortn the lines. 
5* Gen. H-we called them back. — Putnam, who had the com- 
** inand of 7000, had detached all but 300. — But this was 
" not known." Evidence y June 9. p. 73, 74. 

(h) Who had dwindled to 300a men. G. Robertfon'a 
Evidence, June 8. p. 16. 
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vantage which turned the fcalc of the war* 
That the operadons which followed this dif- 
after, were lefs calculated to retrieve the mif- 
fortune, than to encourage the enemy. That 
the retreat from Quibbleton fij^ the em- 
barkation of the troops, the tedious jexpcdition 
to the Delaware, and then to Chefapcak-Bay, 
the negletling to improve the vidlory ob- 
tained at the Brandy wine, the furprife at 
German Town, the injudicious manner of af- 
faulting Red-Bank and attacking Mud-Ifland, 
the inactive winter at Philadelphia, if not 
proofs of incapacity, were inftances of blame- 
able inadlivity, in the General. 

With regard to the ftrength of the coumvy^ 
it appeared, that it prefented no advantaged 
to the natives, which it did not hold forth 
to the invaders. That, on the contrary, it 
was rather more favourable to the latter than 
to the former. That its great rivers, inftead 
of covering the retreat of the rebels, by be- 
ing navigable, laid them open to freflx mif- 
fortunes, from an enemy pofFefling the com- 
mand of the fea. That Hudfon^s River, in 
particular, by dividing the whole continent 
from North to South, formed a natural and 

C 3 ftrong 

fij «• Our army (»b the Jcrfcya in 1777) was 17,015 
<<' men ; that of the rebel^^ fome faid 8, Come 9, and fojne 
** 10,000 men in that camp.*' Mvidence^ June 9. p. 63.^ — ■ — 
" Wc had 52»8i5 men in North America; of thofe Sir W. 
<< Howe had qoder his command 4O1874." Uid, June 10. 

P- 39- 
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ftrong barrier between the revolted provin-* 
ces. That the feizing this barrier was an 
objecfl of the firft .confequence (k) towards 
the extindlion of the rebellion. iTiat this 
objedl might have been e^ly obtained, as 
the river prefents an excellent and expedi- 
tious water-communication between New- 
York and Albany (I). That this great ad- 
vantage rendered the co-operation of the 
main army, with the troops coming from 
Canada, as obvious, as it was eafy and ex- 
peditious ; and that, it was the want of fuch 
co-operation, that ruined the Northern ex- 
pedition (m)^ loft an army, turned the fcale 
in favour of rebellion, and loaded Great- 
Britain with the expence and danger of a 
foreign war. 

in the courfe of the evidence taken at 
home, and more efpecially by the moft au- 
thentic information from abroad, it has ap- 
' peared, that the injudicious and ina(5live ma- 
nagement of the war has been the fole ob- 
ft^fc to the reftoration of peace. That a 
ver/ great majority of the people of America 

are, 

(k) Evidence, p. 51. 

(I) " An arnr^y may pafs from New- York to Albany (170 
•^ miles) by means of Hudfon's River, in two days." Ibid, 

P- 47- 75- 

(m) " Many feared that General Burgoyne*8 army would 

^* oe loft, if not fupported by Sir W. , Howe. I wrote my- 

«* felf, on being informed of the fituation of the different ar- 

•* inies, I wrote, &c. that if General Burgoyne extricated him- 

*^ felf, fntiire ages would- have little occafion to talk of Han- 

*< nibal.*' Ibid. p. 39. — 
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^re, and have been, averfe to the meafures 
and difgufted at the tyranny of the Con* 
grefs (//). That they were prevented from 
exhibiting their loyalty to their Sovereign, 
arid their averfion to ufurpation, by the de- 
fultory manner in vsrhich the war was con- 
dudled on our part ; as it deprived them of 
permanent protection, and left them expofed 
to the infolence, cruelty, and revenge of their 
enemies. 

That the quitting of the Jerfeys, and the 
going to fea with the whole army in July 
1 777, terrified other provinces from fubmit- 
ting, for fear of being deferted. That the 
three Delaware Counties had offered their 
fubmiffion to Government, on conditition of 
their being only qffifted in protecting them- 
felves againft the rebels [o). That their ap- 
plication having either been difregarded or 
neglecfled, they adhered to the ufurped go- 
vernment. That, as a general idea had gone 
abroad, that protecflion was imcertain, or 
rather that defer tion was certain^/^), the 
vicflc^ry at the Brandywine, the taking of 
Philadelphia, the deflrudlion of the rebel 
fhipping, the reducSlion of Mud-Ifland and 
Red-Bank, were attended with none of thofe 

C 4 advantages 

(n) Evidence, June 9. p. 12. June 16. pajfim. 

fd) Evidence, June 16. p. 59. 

(p) " We foon left the country. The rebels took up the 
" iigners (of addrefTes), baniihed them, or /cut them to^ the 
** fPiiiis.** Ibid, p. 25. 



C 4? 1 

advantages which accompany fuccefles hi 
war. That no perfon of great confequence, 
and few of any confequence at all, fubmitted 
after thofe events. That, when a refolution 
was formed to evacuate Philadelphia, fuch aa 
had fubmitted were advifed to make their 
peace (y) with the Congrefs. That fome 
unfortunate perfons, who followed that ad- 
vice, fell a facrifice to the relentlefs violence 
and unforgiving tyranny of the rebels. That, 
in fhort, .the want of protedlion on the one 
fide, and the certainty of punifliment for de- 
fedlion on the other, eradicated every hope 
from the minds of the loyal, and forced 
them to fwear allegiance to an ufurpation 
which they defpifed and abhorred. 

Though thefe facfls came forward with a 
force which commanded con vidlion, the fac- 
tion adhered, with invincible obftinacy, to 
the line of their former condudl. With their 
ufual infult upon the common feelings and 
common fenfe of mankind, they eftabhfhed 
falfe premifes; and deduced, from thofe pre- 
mifes, arguments for the total dereU(5Uon^ 

and 

(q) " Mr Schumaker mentioned to me what he had told 
** me a few days before, that Sir William Howe advifed him 
** to go over to Wafhington, and make his peace." — Mr Gal- 
loway's Evidence, June 16. p. 70. — " He (Sir William) gave 
** me the fame advice." Ibid, p. 7 1.— Sir Henry Clinton faid, 
<* that the game was not up, that the war was not over, but 
** would ftill be carried on vigoroufly, and defircd that wc 
** would not entertain a thought of going over to the cucray." 
Ibid, p. 74. 
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and confequently for the independence, of 
America. They affirmed, that rebellion can 
never be extinguifhed ; thpugh the Want of 
vigour, in purfuing our ruccefles, has been 
the demonftrable caufc of its continuing fo 
long. They aflerted, that a general unani* 
mity prevails againfl Great Britain; though 
the adherence of the people to the Congrefs 
proceeded from our not affording them a 
permanent proteftion under the Ihelter of 
our arms. They alledged, that the courage 
of the rebels, and the natural ftrength of 
their country, are unfurmountable obftacles ; 
though the firft feldom appear in the field 
but to fly ; and the latter opens every where its 
bofom to invafion, by the means of cxtenfivc 
arms of the fea, and many great and navi- 
gable rivers. 

When we deny other public virtues to 
Oppofition, we muft allow that they poflefs 
the negative merit of confiftency in their po- 
litical conduA. They ftruck one key, at the 
beginning of the American troubles ; and they 
have ever fince continued the fame note, or 
improved upon it, as events arofe. When 
the tumults began at Bofton, when licentiouf- 
nefs and riot exhibited their firft wild fcenes 
in Faneuil-Hall, they encouraged the piece, 
by applauding the a(3:ors. The prints of the 
departing fteps of Freedom, like thofe of Af- 
traea, were only to be found, they affirmed, 

roimd 
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found the Tree of Liberty^ on Bofton Com-^ 
mon. A gloomy defpotifm had feized Great 
Britain at home ;^ and it became neceflary 
that her hands fhould be fettered, to prevent 
the recovery of her authority abroad. Every 
effort on the part of the Mother-country, was 
an exertion of tyranny ; every refiftance in 
the colonies, was an inftance of public vir- 
tue. The grim tyrant. Arbitrary Power, 
had taken up arms againft that innocent little 
cliild, American Liberty ; and to defend the 
weak againft the ftrong, was a fervice of 
much reputation and little danger. 

Obvious as the deceptions held forth by 
the party ought to have been, they were at- 
tended with fuccefs both ^without and within 
doors. The people thought, that affertions, 
fo confidently and fo often repeated, had 
fome foundation in truth ; and though Go- 
vernment knew the contrary, they adled as 
if they gave them credit. The confequence 
was, that languid mealures were adopted, 
when vigour and exertion were neceflary ; 
and thus, by the forbearance of Adminiftra- 
tion, the encouragement of Oppofition, the 
inactivity or inability of commanders, that 
monfter Rebellion, which fhould have 
been ftifled as foon as born, was foftered and 
reared to maturity. 

Unfortunately for this country, Oppofi- 
tion were permitted, in a manner, to take 

the 
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the lead in American meafures. War, and 
efpecially rebellion, being one of the greatefl 
evils that can afflidl a ftate, the moft fpeedy 
and powerful remedies muft be applied to 
remove the difeafe. The only certain road 
to peace lies through exertion and vidlory. 
An anxiety for negociation being generally 
a mark of weaknefs, too often encourages an 
enemy to a continuation of refiflance. It has 
alfo a moft unfavourable efFedl on the fpirit 
of the people among whofe leaders fuch an- 
xiety appears. This double confideratioa had 
rendered the propofing terms a favourite to- 
pic of patriotic eloquence. To deprefs the 
minds of their countrymen, to elevate thofe 
of the rebels ; to make the firft to doubt, the 
fecond to become confident, of fuccefs ; to 
keep up, if the expreffion may be ufed, the 
ball of contention between the parties, were 
circumftances that probably might lengthen 
the difpute to the verge of fome pubUc mif- 
fortune ; that misfortune, if it favoured not 
the views of ambition, might at leaft be turn- 
ed to the purpofes of revenge. 

The calamity expedled with fo much an- 
xiety by Opposition, at length arrived. An 
army was loft in America. A rebellion, 
which feemed to ftagger even under partial 
and ill-purfued defeats, became firmly efta- 
blilhed by vidlory. The fpirits of this coun- 
try began to finkj and the Fa(5tion added to 

the 
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the general depreflion by their unmanly ora- 
tory. Inflead of propofing thofe vigorous 
exertions, which the honour as well as inte- 
refl of the nation required, they recommend- 
ed a tame fubmiflion to rebels ; aiji acknow- 
ledgment of former errors, and aflurances of 
future amendment. The world, in general, 
afcribed to artifice a condudl which could 
not be reconciled to the principles of com- 
mon fenfe. Was it probable, that infurgents, 
who had offered no terms during their mif- 
fortunes, would receive any in the moment 
of vi(5lory ? Or could it be expected, that a 
Congrefs, who had declared for independence 
when thirty thoufand difciplinedfoldiers were 
ready to land on their coaft, would relin- 
quifh that independence after they had made 
a whole army prifoners of war ? 

The mofl fanguine lovers of tranquillity 
could fcarcely derive any hopes from this pa- 
cific fyftem ; but it was adopted. The Fac- 
tion thus obtained that degradation of their 
own country, which feems to have been uni- 
formly a part of their plan. But, as it bad 
been juflly apprehended, that American re- 
finance might at laft ceafe, through the fail- 
ure of American refources, it had become 
necelTary to procure powerful allies for the 
fupport of the caufe. The defeat and cap- 
ture of the army under G ^1 B — nc 

had certainly its weight in the French cabi- 
net. 
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net. But the deplorable pi6lure given, in 
both Houfes, of the ftate of this kingdom^ 
could only induce France to throw her weight 
into the fcale of America. 

The weight of France having been found 
infufficient in the operations of the lad fum- 
mer, the neceffity of obtaining another ally 
to the caufe of Liberty ^ became apparent du- 
ring the winter. Every encouragement and 
every lure were held out to Spain. Under 
a pretence of bewailing their unfortunate 
country, Oppofition expofed her weaknefs. 
Their own declamations fhewed that her 
councils were diftrafted by fa(5lion; and 
their aflertions, relative to the ftate of her 
navy and army, reprefented her to foreigners 
as an eafy prey. To bring the certainty of 
her approaching ruin to a point of demon- 
ftration, fome theorifts acquainted with fi- 
gures were employed to make fid:itious ftates 
of her finances. Even fome of the party had 
the folly, or rather prefumption, to aflert in 
public, that the very Independence of Great 
Britain was in the power of the houfe of 
Boxu'bon (r). 

The 

(r) Contemptible as fuch aflertions may feem at home, they 
make an impreflion abroad ; as appears from the Gazette de 
France du Vendredi 18 Juin 1779: "II foutint que les forces 
" de la France ctoient prefque ^gales a exile dc la Grand-Brc- 
" taene en Europe et en Amerique ; que I'Efpagne tenoit la 
"balance, II ofa prononcer que I'Angleterre tie domineroit 
" plus^ fur Ics mersy qu'autant qu'il plairoit a la Maifon de 

" Bourbon* 
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The phlegmatic councils of Spain were, 
however, too flow for the fire and vehemence 
of her Britilh friends. Though their elo- 
quence had its proper influence at Madrid, 
that deftrable circumfliance had been con- 
cealed in " Cafliilian taciturnity/' Deprived 
almofl: of every hope from the other fide of 
the Bay of Bifcay, the eyes of our Patriots 
were again turned to the regions beyond the 
Atlantic. As the treaty attempted lafl; fum- 
mer had flx)pt the operations of war, it was 
expedient to throw negotiation in the way 
of hoftihty in the prefent year. Though the 
party had reprobated their oivn meafiire, the 
conciliatory bills, as degrading and difgrace- 
ful, they propofed the renewal of the com- 
miflion which thofe bills authorifed. This 
mode of relief, or rather refpite, to rebellion 
having been refufed, the old propofaj of 
withdrawing the troops from America was 
renewed. This lafl: effort was alfo unfuc- 
cefsful ; and that melancholy gloom, which 
ufiially covers the rear of unfuccefsful politi- 
cal campaigns, began to fall on the party. 

A fudden, though not unexpedled fight, 
broke through this gloom, and revived their 
drooping fpirits. Spain, being feduced by 
France, and perhaps encouraged by the re- 
prefentations given, in our public affemblies, 

of 

" Bourbon." — \j^eloquent Burke foutint que le Sieur Hartley 
avoit rien avanc^, qui ne fut vrai ; il appuya cette opinioD> par 
un detail circonilancie de toutes les forces de I'Efpagne. 
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of our weaknefs (j-), determined to throw her 
weight in the fcale of our enemies. Of one 
hundred injuries which Ihe had received, fhe 
only fpecified two^ and proved none. With 
peculiar attention to her worthy friends out 
of office, Ihe pointed her whole refentment 
againft the Britilh Miniftry. Thefe men, 
it feems, had grievoufly offended this fro- 
ward Dame ; but how, or where, fhe could 
not tell. When fhe has time to recoUedl the 
circumflances, Buccarelli, or fome other 
old Spanifh acquaintance, will, no doubt, 

communicate them to C 1 B — re, and 

then we fhall know the whole. 

The uniform condu(5l of Oppofition feemed 
calculated, if hot intended, to arm Spain in 
favour of France and America ; yet they af- 
fedled a degree of nielancholy when that 
event was announced. With a pernicious 
confiflency, they dwelt on the weaknefs of 
Great Britain, and on the force of her ene- 
m^ies. Inflead of flanding forth with that 
manly boldnefs, which other patriots have 
either felt or feigned in times of peril, they 

unbraced 

(/) Lc Sieur Thoiufend, Fox et Burke furent, parmi les 
oppofans, cicux qui fignalerent davantage centre cctte motion, 
en obfervant que la nation dans I'etat allarroant ou celle fe trou- 
voit s'epuifoit par des depenfes enormes, tandis que chaque jour 
lui decouvroit quclque nouvelJe ennemi; que I'Efpagne alloit 
immanquablement fe declarer ; que Plrlande^ menacee d*unc 
invaHon, avoit pris cette circonftance pour fe foulever contre Ic 
gouvernemcnt Anglois ; que I'Ecosse meme etolt pleine de me- 
contents. Gazette de France du Vendredi 1 8 Juin 1 779. 
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unbraced the nerves of their country with 
womanifh lamentations. To magnify the 
danger, they pretended to recommend un- 
animity; and to promife fupport to the 
S n, whilft they undermined his juft in- 
fluence and authority. But the notes of af- 
fecSled forrow were foon changed for the voice 
of difcord ; and it became apparent, that the 
party lamented their own condition more 
than the ftate of their country. 

In the preceding detail, many circumftan- 
ces are omitted, equally defcriptive of the 
conducfl, and expreffive of the defigns, of Op- 
pofition, with thofe that have been related. 
But, as the intention of this Eflay is only to 
give a general idea of the fubjeft, it was 
thought unneceflary to defcend to every par- 
ticular. One obvious obfervation will na- 
turally fuggeft itfelf to the mind of the 
Reader : That an Oppofition begun in am- 
bition, has degenerated, through difappoint- 
ment, into a fpecies of infanity ; and that, 
in attempting to ruin the Miniftry, the party 
have given a fatal flab to the honour and in- 
terefts of their country. 

In every popular government, oppofition 
is not only natural, but, when condu(5led on 
liberal principles, ufeful, and even neceflary* 
There is a kind of charm in authority, which 
may induce the moft virtuous magiftrates to 
*!:xtend it too far, if fubje<5l to no controul. 

The 
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The original objedl of a national reprefenta* 
tive, was to watch over the political rights of 
the people, and to check the encroachments 
of the executive power. The truft is great; 
and, flri(5lly fpeaking, ought to be folely ap- 
propriated to the public good. Thofe who 
ufe it as an engine of private ambition and 
perfonal intereft, meet with forgivenefs, on 
account of the frequency of the praiflice. 
But the employing a weapon, given for the 
defence of our country, againft its exiftence, 
is a fpecies of political aflaflination which no 
example can juftify, no ftate ought to pafs 
without puniftiment. 

If the great lines of the condudl of Oppo- 
fition, during the laft feffion of parliament, 
have been fairly traced in the preceding dif- 
quifition, no terms can be too fevere, no in- 
dignation too violent, in expofing the prin- 
ciples and plans of the party. If the account 
which has been given of their aflertions and 
actions has been exaggerated, the Public will 
judge of both with more candour. But, un- 
fortunately for Great Britain, the (lamp of 
truth has been affixed to the reprefehtation 
contained in this Eflay, by the moft uncon- 
trovertible of all arguments, the events of the 
times : events unparalleled in the hiftory * of 
any other age or country. 

Let the confequences of an oppofite con- 
dudl, in the party, be coniidered for a mo- 

D ment. 
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mcnt. Let it be fuppofed, that, inftead of 
abetting rebellion and encouraging foreign 
war, they had declared^ that when the Ame- 
rican Congrefs avowed Independence, and 
efpecially when they leagued with France, 
the grounds of the original queftion were 
entirely changed. That, as friends of their 
country, they had refolved to ftrengthen her 
hands, to reftore her authority, to protedl 
her interefts, and to recover her honour. 
That the objecl of their purfuit had been to 
render Minifters refponfible for remiflhefs in 
carrying on the war, or for obftinacy in re- 
fufing adequate and honourable conditions 
of peace. That they had been the firft to 
inquire into the failure of meafureS in the 
execution ; not to affert, without examina- 
tion, that the error lay in the cabinet and not 
in the field. That they had taken meafures 
to afcertain, By what mifinanagement or 
mifconduifl, in conunanders, an army had 
been loft to a contemptible enemy, and a 
fuperior fleet had returned from adlion with- 
out vidtory ? That, inftead of receiving into 
the bofom of their party, a general who had 
quitted his command in the midft of war^ 
they had inquired. Why the advantages he 
cither poflefTeil or obtained had not been 
more decifively improved ? 

To render flill more finiflied the pidlure 
of the reverfe of their aftual proceedings, let 

. it 
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it be ftippofed, that, inftead of announcing to 
all Europe the weaknefs of Great Britain, 
they had, in their fpeeches and their adlions, 
exhibited a fpirited and difinterefted love for 
their country ; an unanimity to arm her ex- 
ertions, not to clog her meafures ; a manly 
boldnefs to meet, to break, to difconcert the 
combinations of her domeftic and foreign 
enemies. What would have been, in fuch a 
cafe, the prefent fituation of public affairs ? 
What the ftate of public opinion, relative to 
themfelves ? The refiftance of America muft 
have ceafed. France might have given up 
fkc conteft; and the junction of Spain would 
have been prevented. 

One fliould fuppofe it hardly pollible, that 
an Oppofition, confifling" of feveral men, 
whofe rank and fortune connedl their pri- 
vate interefl with that of the public, Ihould * 
follow a line of conduct that leads to the de- 
ftrudlion of their country, and confequently 
to their own ruin. This is an argument 
which they themfelves repeat, and think un- 
anfwerable. The truth is, that every fa<flion 
may avail itfelf of the fame argument ; but 
general reafoaing muft fall to the ground, 
when contradi<5led by favfls. There is a pride 
and obftinacy in party, which difdain to ac- 
knowledge error ; and therefore, though Op- 
pofition may, nay muft, perceive the perni- 

D 2 cious 
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our ruin is inevitable. We feel the contrary, >v ' 
in the internal vigour of the flate, and in 
that unanimity of fentiment among the peo-*- 
pie, which forbids us to connedl danger with 
defpair. 

But why fhould either be mentioned, up- 
on the prefent occafion ? This country, with 
much fmaller refources, and much lefs una- 
nimity, has repeatedly weathered more dread- 
ful ftorms than that which only Jcems to 
threaten it at prefent. In the firft Dutch 
war, France and Denmark joined the enemy 
againft England {b). She had no friendly 
port on the continent, from the Pyrenees to 
the pole ; no ally but the Bifhop of Mun- 
fter. The Dutch came out, to a decifive 
battle, with one hundred and thirteen ftiips 
of war, eleven fire Ihips, and feven yachts ; 
led by able, experienced, and brave comman- 
ders. France, co-operating with her allies, 
entered the Channel with forty fhips of the 
line. The ufual revenue of England amount- 
ed only to the annual fum of one million two 
hundred thoufand pounds ; and the fupplies 
granted for the year, exceeded not double 
that fum. Our (landing army fckrcely con- 
fided of five thoufand men; and there was 
no militia in the kingdom. 

The nation was, in the mean time, vifited 

with 

(b) In 1665, 1666, &c. Fide Life of Clarendon, Burnet) 
Rapin, Ralphs S(c. &c. 
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with two of the moft dreadful calamities that 
can afBidl a people, peftilence and fire. Near 
eighty thoufand perfons had been carried oiF 
by the firft, in London alone. The city had 
become a kind of defert ; and grafs was ob* 
ferved to grow in the middle of Cheapfide {c). 
The plague followed thofe who fled to the 
country ; and terror and death filled every 
corner of the kingdom. This fcourge was 
followed by a fire, which confumed fifteen 
out of the twenty-fix wards of the city, con- 
fifting of four hundred flreets and lanes, thir- 
teen thoufand houfes, and eighty-nine parilh- 
churches {d). But thefe misfortunes neither 
damped the fpirits of the people, nor ob- 
flrudled the meafures of government. Our 
fleets, though much inferior, fought, and 
. vanquilhed the enemy. The alliance againft 
us was broken, and an honourable and ad- 
vantageous peace was obtained. 

In the year 1 690, the French fleet, entered 
the Englifh channel, appeared before Ply- 
mouth on the 20th of June, drove the com- 
bined fleets of England and Holland from 
the back of the Ifle of Wight, engarred and 
totally defeated them in a general bacde 
near Beachy-head. In this unfortunate ac- 
tion we loft eight Ihips of the line, befides 
i many 

(c) Baker, p. 637. 

{J) Vide Clarenctoiiy Healhi Burnett 
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many more that were rendered unfit for 
fervice; and the Ihattered remains of the 
fleet were forced to flielter themfelves in the 
Thames {e). The French rode trimnphant^ 
for fomie months, in the channel. They in- 
fulted our fea-ports ; and threatened our 
coafts with invafion. There were, at the 
time, no more than fve thoufand regular 
troops in England ; the militia were not ar- 
rayed ; King William was, in a manner, con- 
fined to Ireland, by the fuperiority of the 
enemy at fea. 

The nation was, at the fame time, dif- 
tradled and divided in opinion, on account 
of a difputed fucceflion. Public credit, du- 
ring the whole war, was fo low, that, foon 
after this period. Exchequer and Navy Bills 
become almoft of as little value as the pafte- 
board dollars of the American Congrefs ; and 
even the notes of the Bank of England were 
^X. forty per cent, difcount [J\ Ntarjix thou-- 
/and trading vefTels were taken by the French 
in the courfe of the war [g). Notwithftand- 
ing thefe misfortunes, the vigour of Govern- 
ment and fpirit of the People furmounted all 
difficulties. The enemy was difappointed 
in all his ambitious views, an honourable 
peace was obtained, the revolution confirm- 
ed, 

{e) Lord Torrington's Letter, July i. 1690. 
(/) Kennet, Ralph, Burnet, &c. &c. 
{g) Vide Journals of the Commons» 1698. 



u. 



[ 56 i 

ed, the Proteflant fucceffion fbcured, and 
public credit reftored. 

In the prefent times, our refources are 
much greater, our fpirit equal, and our dan- 
ger lefs, than at either of titofe periods* We 
have an ample revenue, an untainted credit, 
a great and a growing navy. Inftead oiji've 
thoufand men, we have zbovejixty thoufand 
difciplined troops, for our internal defence ; 
and we have a certain profpedl of half as 
many more, in the fpace of a few months* 
A fpirit of unanimity, vigour, and exertion, 
begins to pervade the whole kingdom. Our 
nobility and gentry, with a fpirit becoming 
Britons, either ferve in our conftitutional de- 
fence, the militia, or with their influence 
and purfes exert themfelves in raifing new 
corps. The greateft commercial fociety in 
the kingdom has fet a noble example to their 
fellow-fiibjedls, by an unanimous and power- 
ful aid to the ftate in the prefent emergen- 
cy. Voluntary fubfcriptions, for raifing fol- 
diers, and for giving a bounty to failors, 
having been opened in feveral places; and 
the fame fpirit will difFufe itfelf through both 
the Britilh ifles. Such as are debarred, by 
infirmities and years, from perfonal fervice, 
will undoubtedly exhibit, on the prefent oc- 
cafipn, their love for their country, and their 
zeal for its fafety. 

Inftead of being deprelTed with a fenfe of 

E dan- 



r. 
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danger, all ranks and degrees of men feel that 
elevation which threatened perils excite in 
generous minds. Inftead of looking forward 
to future difgraees or difafters, they reQs&, 
on th? glory of former times. The pofterity 
of thofe who conquered at Poiiftiers, Crefly, 
and Agineourt, and annexed France itfelf to 
the Englifh crown, cannot form to themfelves 
any fe^rs from a French invafion. On the 
contrary, when they have fufficiently pre- 
pared for fecurity at home, they will acl of- 
fenfively abroad; and carry back to thebofom 
of the enemy that terror which he vainly 
hopes to create. 

If we are at war in America, we have not 
the burden of a continental war ; that iiiik, 
in which our treafure has always difappeared, 
without any hope of return. The money 
laid out on our Navy, or expended in our 
Colonies, will return to the centre of the 
kingdom, through all the veins of commerce. 
Our trade has been prote(5led, againft the 
enemy, to a degree unknown in any former 
war. We have loft, in no quarter of the 
world, any territory without an equivalent ; 
in fome, we have gained. In the Weft Indies, 
we are ftiU fuperior to our enemies. We 
have eradicated them entirely from the Eaft 
Indies; and we have a flattering profpedl of 
a fpeedy termination of rcfiftance in North 

America. 

In 
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In the firft ftage of a war, the advantage 
of attack is poffefled by that nation who 
firft breaks the peace. The difadvantages of 
defence muft, for fome time, remain with its 
opponent* A ftate pofTeffrng ftich extenfive 
dominions as Great Britain, cannot be fnp- 
pofed to be invulnerable on every fide. 
We may fufFer fome lofles at the beginning ; 
for what people was ever uniformly fiiccefs- 
ful in war? The Romans themfelves were 
not always invincible. They frequently loft 
provinces and armies ; yet they rofe luperior 
to all nations. The profits and lofles of war 
can only be eftimated on the day which 

concludes a peace. Let us be upa^"*^^^ .^" 
mong ourfelves, and ttac day cannot be di£^ 
rant, difadvantageous, or diflionourable ; on 
the contrary, it will be attended with that 
glory which the fpirit and exertion of a great 
ftate cannot fail to acquire. 



THE END. 
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